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A Cup of Rage
Raduan Nassar
Translated by Stefan Tobler 
Penguin Modern Classics



About the author  Raduan Nassar was born in 1935 to a Lebanese immigrant family in the interior 
of the state of São Paulo. After a time in São Paulo itself and the publication 
of two highly acclaimed works, he retired to the rural interior and now divides 
his time between the city and the countryside. After publishing his select body 
of work he has become an acclaimed cult figure because his work merits the 
highest praise and, although he is not secretive like Thomas Pynchon or J. D. 
Salinger, he is rarely sighted.

About the translator  Stefan Tobler is the publisher at And Other Stories, a young publishing house 
whose titles include the Man Booker Prize-shortlisted Swimming Home by 
Deborah Levy and much literature in translation. He is a literary translator 
from Portuguese and German. Recent translations include the 2015 Oxford-
Weidenfeld Translation Prize-shortlisted Água Viva by Clarice Lispector, All Dogs 
are Blue by Rodrigo de Souza Leão and the poetry collection Silence River by 
Antônio Moura. He is on Twitter @stefantobler. 

About the book  A pair of lovers - a young female journalist and an older man who owns an 
isolated farm in the Brazilian outback - spend the night together. The next day 
they proceed to destroy each other. Amid vitriolic insults, cruelty and warring 
egos, their sexual adventure turns into a savage power game. This intense, 
erotic cult novel by one of Brazil's most infamous modernist writers explores 
alienation, the desire to dominate and the wish to be dominated.

Discussion points  A Cup of Rage suggests something very intense contained within something 
very small and jarringly domestic. The book itself is very short; what effect does 
the brevity of the book have upon the passion contained within?

  What does the book suggest about male-female relations in Brazil in the seventies, 
when the book was written? How are the narrator and the woman different?

  How do rage and desire interact with each other in the novel? Is it very clear 
which is which at any time? What is the cause of the rage?

 What is the significance of the slap? 

Themed reading Thomas Bernhard Old Masters  
 Jorge Luis Borges Ulrikke (from The Book of Sand)  
 Anaïs Nin Delta of Venus

Useful links  http://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/jan/12/a-cup-of-rage-by-raduan-
nassar-review-lust-rage-howling-despair 

  http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/raduan-
nassar-became-a-brazilian-sensation-with-his-first-novel-now-published-in-
english-the-world-a6877851.html 

 https://www.penguin.co.uk/authors/raduan-nassar/118056/ 

 http://www.andotherstories.org/ 




